Why Black Anarchism? 


An Argument For Black Autonomy From Mutt. 
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SEDITION 


cay 


This zine was inspired by conversations | have been lucky enough 
to have had with elder Black radicals and it is only possible 


because of their lifelong work for liberation. 


To comment on / critique this piece please write to 


callaloowithrice@tutamail.com 


Version |, August 2024 


Originally Posted On: 
medium.com/(@muttworks/why-black-anarchism-cd1b139a522b 
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must also make a great effort to record the stories and advice of 


our elders. 


Furthermore, here in the diaspora, separatism isn’t going to cut it, 
we need to form bonds of solidarity with other oppressed 
marginalised peoples, we need to be reaching out to Traveller 
communities and communities of European and = Asian 
immigrants, we need to network with the ‘lumpen’ white 


communities too. 


Finally, I believe that to build a movement with teeth, we need to 
embrace a radical non-disposability, we can’t discount the 
experiences of Neodivergent, ‘Mentally III’, Immunocompromised 
and Disabled comrades, while many can’t join us able bodied 
young people in the street, their way of living in a system 


designed to destroy them is radical and inspirational. 
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We can demand of the state, or we can act to create our own 
autonomous power, our own liberation, against and outside of the 
confines of the state and capital. 
Salish Sea Black Autonomists 


Anarchism is about throwing fire upon Babylon, but it’s also about 
crafting new ways of being. 


Lisa Insansa 


Of all ideologies, anarchy is the one that addresses liberty and 
equalitarian relations in a realistic and ultimate fashion. It is 
consistent with each individual having an opportunity to live a 
complete and total life, With anarchy, the society as a whole not only 
maintains itself at an equal expense to all, but progresses in a creative 
process unhindered by any class, caste or party. 

Ex-BLA New Afrikan Anarchist, Kuwasi Balagoon 


The dependence of the Black movement on leaders and leadership 
(especially the Black bourgeoisie) has led us into a political dead end. 
We are expected to wait and suffer quietly until the next messianic 
leader asserts himself, as if he or she were “divinely missioned” (as 
some have claimed to be). What is even more harmful is that many 
Black people have adopted a slavish psychology of “obeying and 
serving our leaders,” without considering what they themselves are 
capable of doing. 


Ex-Panther Anarchist, Lorenzo Kom’boa Ervin 


Why Anarchism? 


Anarchism is a philosophy, lens of analysis and way of life based 
on the principles of Autonomy, Solidarity, Direct Action, Mutual 


Aid, Prefiguration, Accountability and Decentralization. 


Anarchism has the potential to pull the Black liberation 
movement out of obscurity as something we only *see* on the 
weekend for a few hours. To stop it being something we are 
expected to sit and listen to and to chant and clap along with for a 


few hours and then immediately go home. 


Anarchism proposes that we live the way we want to live and 
relate to one another now rather than after a great social 


upheaval, societal collapse or revolution. 


There are already many people working jobs without bosses, 
living in homes without landlords and relating to one another 
without coercion and domination. Anarchism is a living breathing 
movement that puts its money where its mouth is. To list every 
example here isn’t the point of this zine but [ will go ahead with 


some prominent examples. 


Housing Co-Operatives are a form of housing that doesn’t involve 
landlords, the members of the co-operative own the property 


collectively and make decisions on what is done with the building 
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In my view, that is exactly what we should be doing about the 
reformist politics in the Black Movement, we should be disrupting 
and embracing any chance we have to get our point across, that is 
as a comrade put it the BAR (Black Anarchic Radical) way. For me 
also, any serious look at a Black Anarchism (or Anarchism in 
general) desperately needs a lens of Black Feminism. In the 1970s, 
the Combahee River Collective wrote in their crucial Black Feminist 
Statement (1977) “If Black women were free, it would mean that 
everyone else would have to be free since our freedom would 
necessitate the destruction of all the systems of oppression. Us 
constantly looking for and confronting the interlocking systems 
of oppression that we encounter will help guide us towards the 


destruction of capitalism and the patriarchy. 


On top of this, the Black Radical Movement has a largely oral 
tradition, knowledge is something passed from peer to peer, from 
Elder to Youth. Sometimes these stories don’t get passed on and 
many Black Radicals are isolated and grow disheartened by the 
lack of information available on Black anti-state movements. To 
remedy this, we need to create our own print culture, our own 
magazines, books, reading groups, frequent lectures, workshops 
and websites to share our ideas, our own public archiving projects 


and a platform for people to engage in debate and to write. We 
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This often is reinforced by the HUGE amount of anti-Anarchist 
propaganda pushed by the state and Authoritarians of all kinds, 


cutting through this dogma is challenging but not impossible. 


The challenge is in proving the value of Anarchist organisation 
and analysis to our peers in the Black Liberation Movement 
countering fetishization and tokenism and_ calling out 
race-grifters appropriating Black Anarchist struggle to gain 


money and social clout. 


What Could A Black Anarchism Look Like? 


Deep in our histories, the practices of illegalism, spontaneity and 
constantly searching for new and creative ways to exist & resist 
are at the forefront of my personal vision of a distinctly Black 
Anarchist tendency within the movement. I should point out that 
in my above section about ‘explicit’ Black Anarchism [ 
deliberately didn’t talk about Street Transvestite Action 
Revolutionaries (STAR) an organisation founded by Sylvia Rivera 
and Marsha P. Johnson who were Queer Sex Workers of colour 
who organised squats as safehouses, they weren't Anarchists in 
name, so it would be wrong to claim they were Anarchist, but at 
the same time they fought and organised like Anarchists, they 
railed hard against the reformism and cowardice of the Gay 


Liberation Front (GLF) and the Gay Activists Alliance (GAA). 
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communally and via direct democracy. (this can vary from co-op 


to co-op though) 


Workers Co-Operatives are similar in that there is typically no 
‘manager who owns the business and makes decisions 
undemocratically (however, this can vary from co-op to co-op) In 
the UK there are several cooperatively owned print shops and 
food stores that form key parts of their communities 


infrastructure. 


Squats are a huge part of British counterculture and the 
anticapitalist movement (thought it should be noted, not all squats 
are radical, nor are they all run democratically) Squatting is the 
act of breaking in to a building and occupying it either as 
housing, as a makeshift community resource or just for something 
fun like hosting a rave. The squatters movement intersects with 
the anarchist movement, especially in London which even boasts a 
legal helpline for squatters called the Advisory Service for 
Squatters (ASS) 


However just ‘dropping out’ and getting involved in the Squatters 
movement, living in a housing co-operative or camping out at an 
environmental occupation isn’t enough to transform the world or 
to protect these movements from being dismantled or co opted 


and as any anarchist would tell you, we need to fight to defend 


4 


these crucial bits of infrastructure. Not to mention that 
Cooperatives themselves aren't tools for fighting the state and 


capitalism, they're simply a way to survive under it. 


Anarchists both advocate and participate in the creation of and 
direct participation in community defence networks such as 
Anti-Raids groups, Copwatches and Antifascist organisations. Which 
in their successes are concrete examples of the value of 
Anarchistic methods of organising and struggling against capital 


and the state. 


As such, rather than delegating outwards and relying on an 
external group to tackle these problems, anarchists in their 
communities engage with this problem directly. While the above 
aren't exclusively started or run by anarchists, participating in 
them can show you the value of organising horizontally and in 


taking direct action to defend yourself and your community. 


In Britain, several times both in recent memory and throughout 
history anti-fascist groups have succeeded in disrupting fascists 
organising publicly, both in physically fighting them and in 
raising community awareness of individual fascists + their 
organisations and how they target vulnerable people. Anarchists 


and antifascists have worked in coalition with religious and 


Some Problems Facing Black Anarchists 


In my personal experience, Black Anarchists are caught between 
a rock and a hard place. Do we get involved with the largely white 
anarchist movement here in Britain? or do we get involved with 
the reformist black movement? or do we alienate ourselves from 
both by being proudly black & anarchist and not involving 
ourselves with either? [ personally chose to get involved in both, 
without needing to code-switch or hand-hold the White 
Anarchists. I'm proud of my culture, ’m proud of my ancestry and 


I'm proud that I’m a Black Anarchist. 


I don’t think my solution of getting involved in both is a panacea, 
for many this just isn’t possible, [ know all about Black activists 
getting black-listed out of the Anarchist scene and about Black 


Anarchists getting bad-jacketed out of the Black movement. 


Gord Hill, a Kwakwaka'wakw Anarchist points out that Anarchists 
move differently to a lot of other social movements, the Anarchists 
are a diverse group of people that come together as strangers 
with political affinity. In contrast to many formations of the Black 
Liberation Movement, which can centre around pre-existing 


communities, Nationalities, Churches and Families. 
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In 2018 a group of students in Sudan formed an Anarchist 
network in their struggle against the dictatorship, they were 
supported by Anarchists across the world in both their 
organisation and when they were eventually forced to flee the 


country when the civil war began. 


A year later the Abolitionist Afrofuturists of the Americas were 
formed and a new tendency of Black Anarchism was laid out in 
the Anarkata Statement. Around this time a group of Black 
Squatters in London came together to form House Of Shango, a 
distinctly Black and radical collective for the (Largely Black) 


Brixton community in London. 


The George Floyd uprising introduced a huge amount of people 
to Anarchism, with a distinct presence of Black Anarchists 
refusing to be herded into boring non-violent broad daylight 
assemblies, these militants instead choose to be in the streets all 
night fighting running battles with the police. This was a key part 


in that rebellion taking such an explosive direction. 
This is just a poorly researched, quick overview into Black 


Anarchism, but the point ’m (hopefully) illustrating here is the 


fact that we've been involved in Anarchism for over a century. 
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cultural organisations to protect them where the police and 


legislation have failed. 


Copwatch groups primarily film the police when they're out in 
public, both defying the normalisation of police presence and 
making them uncomfortable, they also (after asking for 
permission of those being arrested or searched) film the police 
when theyre making arrests or searching people. While 
Copwatch groups can cling too tightly to the legalistic 
frameworks they often use to critique and demand accountability 
(a frankly impossible task) from the police, they also serve to 
provide community for people targeted by law enforcement, 
notably the homeless, sex workers and people of colour. While at 
the same time building social relations where people are willing 
to spontaneously risk arrest or worse to defend their neighbours 


from the police. 


Anti-Raids groups function in a very similar way to the previous 
two examples, except. they focus around monitoring 
police/border force build up, some going as far as tracking the 
licence plates of police vans. They can also act as an early 
warning system for people targeted by immigration enforcement. 
When a raid takes place the organisation scrambles as many 
people as it can to where the raid it's happening, putting a call 


out for extra bodies online, these people then block the police (or 


often, just the van) from moving with its payload of arrested 


people. 


The police’s reaction to this can range from waiting until their 
shift ends and giving up or to try and violently try to break up the 
crowd, often leading to more arrests. However, sometimes people 
take the initiative and damage the van / bus to the point where it 
can’t be used to transport people to prison. Using methods such as 


deflating tyres or breaking windows . 


Anarchism is a diverse movement, the ways that Anarchists 
engage with fighting capitalism are as varied as the kinds of 
people who get involved with anarchism. Some Anarchists limit 
themselves to simply legalistic things like community organising, 
or donating time and resources to community projects, some only 
bother getting out of bed if there’s a chance to destroy something, 


some Anarchists do all of the above and more. 


As such, Anarchists organise in a variety of ways, it’s a common 
misconception that anarchists are opposed to all forms of 
organisation. Some Anarchists come together formally in 
Federations & Internationals while some only get together in 
informal, temporary networks of affinity for a specific purpose for 
a short time. Furthermore, many combine the two as and when it 


suits them. Some Anarchists decide to act alone when it suits them. 


campaigned against the military dictatorship of the time, later on 
in the early 2000s Anarchists of colour would create the 
Autonomous People Of Color (APOC) network, arguing (often 
very disruptively) against the race-blind (racist) politics of the 


Anarchist scene they were a part of. 


Anarchist groups in Africa continued to spring up, the Zablaza 
(struggle? in isiZulu) and isiXhos) Anarchist Communist 
Federation (which continues today as the Zablaza Anarchist 
Communist Front) was formed by a group of left wing activists, 
Black, South Asian and White which grew from an initial group in 
Durban to a federation that spanned across the country with 


individual members supporting from the outside of South Africa. 


Back in the so-called US, in the early 2000s Black Anarchists like 
Roger White and Ali Khalid Abdullah wrote scathing critiques of 
the shortcomings of the Anarchist movement. The APOC network 
would go on to shatter following internal conflict, however local 


groups persisted into the 2010s. 


The Oscar Grant rebellion, the Insurrection in Ferguson and other 
uprisings showed Black radicals the shortcomings of the ‘left’ and 
the failures of reformism. These realisations led to the creation of 
organisations like the Salish Sea Black Autonomists and the 


Revolutionary Abolitionist Movement. 
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Black Liberation Army. Prison radicals like Martin Sostre, Lorenzo 
Kom’boa Ervin, Ashanti Alston and others all came to similar 
conclusions by assessing the state that the Black Power Movement 
was in and by interacting with materials sent to them by the 
Anarchist Black Cross, the ABC has been around for decades and 
though its various local chapters and_national/international 
networks support class struggle prisoners financially, socially and 


legally. 


Through these realisations and the new theories written in zines 
and letters by these imprisoned radicals Anarchism underwent a 
radical transformation, much like Marxism did once it got into the 


hands of Black revolutionaries. 


As such the early Black Anarchists in the so-called US came up 
with their own theories based on what they felt was lacking in 
both the Black movement and the Anarchist movement. Following 
many radicals being released from prison in the 90’s the first 
explicitly Black and explicitly Anarchist organisation was 
formed, the Black Autonomy Federation, this organisation (while 


short lived) was incredibly influential. 


The BAF inspired and supported an Anarchist Initiative in 
Nigeria, the Awareness League Black Africa’s first Anarchist 


organisation (Former Marxist Lenninists) who successfully 


at 


The distinct Anarchist tendencies are often made redundant by 
the fact that Anarchists don’t like to force themselves into just one 
way of acting, members of Anarcho Syndicalist unions can also 
form temporary affinity groups with their mates and go have a 
scrap with the fash when the time comes. Individualist Anarchists 
can sometimes happily sit and do the paperwork for a bookshop 


collective they're a part of. 


Anarchism is an internationalist movement, there are several 
anarchist internationals (both formal and informal), representing 
multiple anarchist tendencies. While these networks have their 
flaws, they are utilised to share information and at times 


coordinate international actions. 


Something truly beautiful is how ready anarchists are to take 
risks to support their peers theyve never even met, for example 
following the arrest of anarchists in Greece, anarchists in 
Germany torched security industry vehicles from a corporation 
that runs over there. | spent years travelling the country and 
random anarchists would put me up and feed me without asking 


for anything in return. 


This attitude, this culture, this way of resisting not only works but 
is a mirror image (At times) of how anarchists want a post 


revolutionary society to function. 


Is Anarchism White? 


While it’s true that Anarchism developed amongst European 
Intellectuals in Europe in the 1800s, Anarchism went global 
rather quickly... Anarchists have influenced social movements all 
over the world; there was a distinct Yiddish Language Jewish 
Anarchism in New York that started in the 1890s, a armed 
Anarchist faction in the Mexican revolution of 1910 and a Korean 
Anarchist movement that fought against Japanese imperialism in 
the 1920s onwards, both in Korea, as labourers in Japan and in 
exile in Manchuria. There have been dozens of non-Whtie 


Anarchisms. 


Before all of this, the Maroon societies of ‘America’ and the 
Caribbean organised their resistance to slavery and colonialism 
using decentralised autonomous formations, Imprisoned Panther 
intellectual Russell Shoatz first pointed this out in his essay The 
Dragon And The Hydra (2010) that the Maroons had a distinct 


affinity with Anarchism centuries prior to Anarchisms conception. 


Sadyia Hartman makes a similar point in her book Wayward Lives, 
Beautiful Experiments: Intimate Histories of Riotous Black Girls, 
Troublesome Women, and Queer Radicals published in 2019, this 


book talks about how the lifeways of poor, unruly Black women in 


the 1890s and how posed a threat to capital and the state without 


ever engaging with politics whatsoever. 


Anarchism is a global movement, there’s Anarchist Infoshops and 
communities in China and Nepal, Anarchist Squatter 
Communities in Brazil, Anarchists in Ukraine and Russia working 
together to Sabotage the war effort, Anarchists in Palestine in the 
Occupied West Bank and Anarchist formations in North East 


Syria fighting fascism. 


A 101 On Explicit Black Anarchism 


There were a few notable Black Anarchists in the early Anarchist 
movement like Lucy Parsons and Domingos Passos, both famous 
(especially in Lucy’s case) for being an unstoppable force within 
the union movement of their times ; the Boston police thought she 
was more dangerous than a thousand rioters. Even in her old age, 
blind and losing her memory she gave speeches that drew huge 
crowds, she even recommended that the poor learn how to use 
explosives and that the homeless ambush rich people as they 


come out of their homes in the morning. 


The first Black radicals to embrace a distinctly Black and 

distinctly Anarchist politic were prisoners of the Black Power 

Movement, specifically the Nation of Islam, Black Panther Party and 
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